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to the Permanent Council,
February 10, 2005

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

The United States commends the Government of Georgia for its pursuit of justice in cases of
religiously motivated violence, and notes the January 31 prison sentence of defrocked
Orthodox priest Basili Mkalavishvili and his colleagues.

We urge the government to hold the course in this and other cases where the law has been
violated and to take further concrete steps to promote religious tolerance.

Thank you.
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